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Appendix A Survey Items and Full Sample Descriptive Statistics 

 
Quota Sampling Demographic Items 

What is your gender? 

• Male    

• Female 

• Non-binary or other gender 

 

Are you of Hispanic or Latino origin or descent? 

• Yes, Hispanic or Latino 

• No, not Hispanic or Latino 

 

What race do you consider yourself? 

• White 

• Black or African American 

• American Indian or Alaska Native     

• Asian 

• Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander     

• Other 

 

Are you a U.S. citizen? 

• Yes     

• No 

 

In what year were you born? Please enter 4-digit birth year (YYYY) 

 

In which state do you currently reside? (pull-down) 

 

Experiment 2 (listed first in survey) 

Consider the following scenario. 

 

Your local government is proposing to raise property taxes in the current year by [$20/$100] per 

household. The increased tax dollars would help provide masks and hand sanitizer to family members 

who want to visit their [elderly parents/adult children] in [long term care facilities/prisons]. 

  

How much would you support or oppose this proposal? 

• Strongly support     

• Somewhat support 

• Neither support nor oppose     

• Somewhat oppose 

• Strongly oppose 

 

Experiment 1 (listed second in survey) 

Consider the following scenario. 

  

The government is rolling out a vaccination program to address widespread COVID-19 infection in 

prisons. In rare cases, the vaccination may result in [severe side effects, including death/minor side 

effects, including muscle pain]. The government is prioritizing the vaccination of [prisoners/prison 

guards] over the general public. 
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How much would you support or oppose the government's vaccination plan? 

• Strongly support     

• Somewhat support 

• Neither support nor oppose     

• Somewhat oppose 

• Strongly oppose 

 

Attention Check Item 

In surveys like ours, some participants do not read all the questions carefully. To show that you are 

reading the questions carefully, please select Fox News and MSNBC from the list below. What sources 

do you use to learn about crime in the news? 

• CNN 

• Fox News     

• MSNBC   

• CBS 

• NBC News 

 

Respondent Beliefs 

Conservatism 

How do you identify politically? 

• Very liberal 

• Somewhat liberal 

• Moderate (middle of the road)    

• Somewhat conservative 

• Very conservative 

 

Racism 

How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

Strongly agree 

Somewhat agree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Somewhat disagree 

Strongly disagree 

 

Irish, Italians, Jewish, and many other minorities overcame prejudice and worked their way up. Blacks 

should do the same without any special favors. 

Generations of slavery and discrimination have created conditions that make it difficult for Blacks to 

work their way out of the lower class. 

The Irish, Italians, Jews and many other ethnic groups immigrated to the United States legally. Latinos 

and Hispanics should do the same without any special favors. 

Latinos and Hispanics would be more welcome in the United States if they would try harder to learn 

English and adopt U.S. customs like past immigrant groups have done 

 

Stigma 

How much do you agree or disagree with the following statements? 

Strongly agree 

Somewhat agree 

Neither agree nor disagree 

Somewhat disagree 
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Strongly disagree 

 

Most people who are incarcerated are dangerous. 

Most people who are incarcerated are dishonest. 

I would avoid associating with anyone who has recently been incarcerated. 

I would feel upset if a person who had been in prison moved into my neighborhood. 

 

Respondent Characteristics 

Have you ever been arrested? 

• Yes     

• No 

 

Have any of your immediate family members (e.g., spouse, parents, siblings, or children) ever been 

arrested? 

• Yes     

• No 

 

In general, how worried are you about the COVID-19 outbreak? 

• Very worried 

• Somewhat worried     

• Slightly worried 

• Not worried at all 

 

 

When, if at all, do you plan to get the COVID-19 vaccine after it is made available to you? 

• As soon as it's available     

• A few weeks after 

• A few months after     

• A year or more after 

• I do not plan to get the Covid-19 vaccine 

• I have already received the Covid-19 vaccine 

  

Have you personally tested positive for COVID-19? 

• Yes     

• No 

 

Have any of your family members or close friends tested positive for COVID-19? 

• Yes     

• No 

 

Have you, or have any of your family members or close friends, been hospitalized because of COVID-19? 

• Yes     

• No 

 

Additional Demographic Controls 

What is the highest level of education you have completed? 

• Less than high school     

• High school graduate    

• Some college 
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• 2 year degree 

• 4 year degree 

• Professional degree     

• Doctorate 

  

What is your annual household income in U.S. dollars? 

• Less than $10,000      

• $10,000 - $19,999      

• $20,000 - $29,999      

• $30,000 - $39,999      

• $40,000 - $49,999      

• $50,000 - $59,999      

• $60,000 - $69,999      

• $70,000 - $79,999      

• $80,000 - $89,999      

• $90,000 - $99,999     

• $100,000 - $149,999 

• More than $150,000 
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Table A1 Descriptive Statistics for the Full Sample 

 

 N Mean SD Min Max 

Dependent Variables      

Exp 1: Support Vaccine Priorities to Prisons 1260 3.33 1.36 1 5 

Exp 2: Support PPE Tax for Visits 1256 2.94 1.48 1 5 

Respondent Characteristics & Beliefs      

COVID-19 Worry 1260 2.73 1.09 1 4 

not at all (%) 234 18.57    

slightly worried (%) 255 20.24    

somewhat worried (%) 386 30.63    

very worried (%) 385 30.56    

COVID-19 Positive Test-Self (%) 1259 13.82    

COVID-19 Positive Test-Family (%) 1257 44.55    

COVID-19 Hospitalization-Self/Family (%) 1259 23.67    

COVID-19 Vaccine status 1259     

already have (%) 565 44.88    

plan to (%) 454 36.06    

no plan (%) 240 19.06    

Past Arrest-Self (%) 1250 22.00    

Past Arrest-Family (%) 1257 34.69    

Conservative 1258 3.00 1.21 1 5 

Racism 1260 3.35 1.00 1 5 

Stigma 1259 2.99 1.02 1 5 

Demographic Controls      

Age 1259 46.39 17.73 18 94 

Gender (% Male) 1256 48.65    

Race 1257     

White (%) 892 70.96    

Black (%) 184 14.64    

Other (%) 181 14.40    

Ethnicity (% Latino) 1256 17.36    

Education 1258 3.88 1.56 1 7 

Less than HS (%) 34 2.70    

HS grad (%) 275 21.86    

some college (%) 273 21.70    

2yr degree (%) 165 13.12    

4yr degree (%) 291 23.13    

profess. degree (%) 178 14.15    

Doctorate (%) 42 3.34    

Income 1256 6.03 3.62 1 12 

<$10K (%) 138 10.99    

$10-19.9K (%) 104 8.28    
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 N Mean SD Min Max 

$20-29.9K (%) 158 12.58    

$30-39.9K (%) 113 9.00    

$40-49.9K (%) 130 10.35    

$50-59.9K (%) 109 8.68    

$60-69.9K (%) 59 4.70    

$70-79.9K (%) 95 7.56    

$80-89.9K (%) 43 3.42    

$90-99.9K (%) 46 3.66    

$100-149.9K (%) 150 11.94    

>$150K (%) 111 8.84    

Region 1251     

Northeast (%) 227 18.15    

Midwest (%) 269 21.50    

South (%) 469 37.49    

West (%) 286 22.86    



7 

 

Appendix B Attention Check Sub-Sample Results 

 

Table B1 Descriptive statistics for sub-sample that passed the attention check 

 

 N Mean SD Min Max 

Dependent Variables      

Exp 1: Support Vaccine Priorities to Prisons 863 3.16 1.39 1 5 

Exp 2: Support PPE Tax for Visits 863 2.69 1.45 1 5 

Respondent Characteristics & Beliefs      

COVID-19 Worry 863 2.69 1.10 1 4 

not at all (%) 175 20.28    

slightly worried (%) 173 20.05    

somewhat worried (%) 256 29.66    

very worried (%) 259 30.01    

COVID-19 Positive Test-Self (%) 862 9.74    

COVID-19 Positive Test-Family (%) 863 44.84    

COVID-19 Hospitalization-Self/Family (%) 863 20.97    

COVID-19 Vaccine status 862     

already have (%) 458 53.13    

plan to (%) 216 25.06    

no plan (%) 188 21.81    

Past Arrest-Self (%) 859 22.35    

Past Arrest-Family (%) 862 34.11    

Conservative 862 3.04 1.16 1 5 

Racism 863 3.37 1.10 1 5 

Stigma 863 2.82 0.99 1 5 

Demographic Controls      

Age 863 50.45 17.22 18 94 

Gender (% Male) 859 48.54    

Race 860     

White (%) 663 77.09    

Black (%) 96 11.16    

Other (%) 101 11.74    

Ethnicity (% Latino) 860 11.51    

Education 862 3.83 1.48 1 7 

Less than HS (%) 15 1.74    

HS grad (%) 188 21.81    

some college (%) 206 23.90    

2yr degree (%) 114 13.23    

4yr degree (%) 214 24.83    

profess. degree (%) 106 12.30    

Doctorate (%) 19 2.20    

Income 861 6.21 3.51 1 12 
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 N Mean SD Min Max 

<$10K (%) 68 7.90    

$10-19.9K (%) 72 8.36    

$20-29.9K (%) 104 12.08    

$30-39.9K (%) 79 9.18    

$40-49.9K (%) 103 11.96    

$50-59.9K (%) 77 8.94    

$60-69.9K (%) 46 5.34    

$70-79.9K (%) 65 7.55    

$80-89.9K (%) 35 4.07    

$90-99.9K (%) 34 3.95    

$100-149.9K (%) 106 12.31    

>$150K (%) 72 8.36    

Region 860     

Northeast (%) 164 19.07    

Midwest (%) 199 23.14    

South (%) 296 34.42    

West (%) 201 23.37    
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Table B2 OLS regression predicting support for strategies to address COVID-19 for sub-sample that passed the 

attention check 

 

 Experiment 1 (vaccine priorities) Experiment 2 (PPE taxes) 

 Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4 

 Coef SE Sig. Coef SE Sig. Coef SE Sig. Coef SE 
 

Sig. 

Experimental Conditions              

Prisoner (ref=guard) -0.51 0.09 *** -0.60 0.09 ***                                                              

Severe Side Effects (ref=mild) -0.20 0.09 *   -0.22 0.09 *                                                                

Prisoner (ref=care facility)                                                             -0.33 0.10 *** -0.29 0.09  **  

Elderly parent (ref=adult child)                                                             0.10 0.10     0.08 0.09      

Tax=$100 (ref=$20)                                                             -0.36 0.10 *** -0.33 0.09  *** 

Respondent Characteristics & 

Beliefs            

 

 

COVID-19 Worry                               0.15 0.05 **                                0.28 0.05  *** 

COVID-19 Positive Test-Self                               0.17 0.14                                   0.10 0.16      

COVID-19 Positive Test-

Family                               -0.05 0.11                                   0.01 0.11 

 

    

COVID-19 Hospitalization-

Self/Family                               0.17 0.12                                   0.04 0.13 

 

    

COVID-19 Vaccine status 

(ref=already have)                        

 

 

plan to                               0.13 0.12                                   0.20 0.12      

no plan                               -0.66 0.13 ***                               -0.16 0.13      

Past Arrest-Self                               0.14 0.12                                   0.18 0.13      

Past Arrest-Family                               -0.03 0.10                                   0.17 0.11      

Conservative                               -0.14 0.05 **                                -0.20 0.05  *** 

Racism                               -0.15 0.05 **                                -0.12 0.05  *   

Stigma                               0.06 0.06                                   0.04 0.05      

Demographic Controls              

Age                               0.00 0.00                                   -0.01 0.00  *** 

Male                               0.13 0.10                                   -0.04 0.10      

Race (ref=White)              

Black                               -0.15 0.15                                   0.06 0.17      

Other                               -0.25 0.15                                   -0.27 0.14      

Latino                               0.09 0.14                                   0.03 0.16      

Education                               0.00 0.04                                   0.09 0.04  *   

Income                               0.00 0.01                                   -0.02 0.01      

Region (ref=Northeast)                             

Midwest                               0.02 0.14                                   -0.29 0.14  *   

South                               0.03 0.13                                   -0.21 0.13      

West                               0.07 0.14                                   -0.19 0.14      

Constant 3.52 0.08 *** 3.94 0.36 *** 2.97 0.10 *** 3.69 0.36  *** 

R2 0.039   0.201   0.029   0.257    

N 841 
 

    841 
 

    841      841       

 

Notes: Coef=regression coefficient; SE=standard error; sig.=statistical significance: * p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001 
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Appendix C OLS regressions predicting support for strategies to address COVID-19:  

Prisoner-only condition sub-samples 

 

 Experiment 1 (vaccine priorities) Experiment 2 (PPE taxes) 

 Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4 

 Coef SE Sig. Coef SE Sig. Coef SE Sig. Coef SE Sig. 

Experimental Conditions             

Severe Side Effects (ref=mild) -0.17 0.12  -0.18 0.10        

Elderly parent (ref=adult child)       0.22 0.12  0.22 0.10 * 

Tax=$100 (ref=$20)       -0.24 0.12 * -0.14 0.10  

Respondent Characteristics & Beliefs             

COVID-19 Worry    0.23 0.06 ***    0.29 0.06 *** 

COVID-19 Positive Test-Self    0.35 0.15 *    0.11 0.16  

COVID-19 Positive Test-Family    -0.08 0.13     0.01 0.12  

COVID-19 Hospitalization-Self/Family    0.15 0.14     0.06 0.14  

COVID-19 Vaccine status (ref=already 

have)             

plan to    0.37 0.14 **    0.41 0.14 ** 

no plan    -0.25 0.17     -0.12 0.16  

Past Arrest-Self    0.19 0.15     0.27 0.15  

Past Arrest-Family    0.10 0.13     0.23 0.13  

Conservative    -0.16 0.05 **    -0.21 0.05 *** 

Racism    -0.21 0.07 **    -0.16 0.07 * 

Stigma    0.19 0.06 **    0.12 0.06  

Demographic Controls             

Age    -0.01 0.00        -0.02 0.00 *** 

Male    -0.01 0.12        0.09 0.12     

Race (ref=White)                

Black    -0.24 0.16        0.04 0.18     

Other    -0.04 0.18        -0.17 0.18     

Latino    -0.04 0.15        0.02 0.17     

Education    0.05 0.04        0.10 0.04 *   

Income    -0.01 0.02        -0.02 0.02     

Region (ref=Northeast)                

Midwest    0.11 0.17        -0.09 0.18     

South    0.20 0.16        0.08 0.16     

West    0.13 0.17        -0.05 0.17     

Constant 3.24 0.08 *** 3.05 0.43 *** 2.86 0.11 *** 3.04 0.42 *** 

R2 0.003   0.223   0.012   0.309   

N 610   610   615   615   

 

Notes: Coef=regression coefficient; SE=standard error; sig.=statistical significance: * p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001 

 


